Philosophy 20/30: Philosophy of Religion
Research and Class Presentation
Directions: 
Individually or up to 3, research one of the religions listed below. 



Each group must research a different religion.  DUE: May 19th
You MAY NOT study any of the Christian sects.  Broaden your mind and research a group you are not familiar with.  Rubric to follow.

Your findings will be presented to the class, and you have a 10-minute  (maximum) window.

You can choose from any of the religions below, or one that is not on the list (with my consent).  Aim for three to five minutes presenting your findings to the class.  You should have a mix of fact and visuals that follow the classic questioning format: 

WHO believes this?  

WHERE is it most popular?  

HOW does one practice as an adherent? 

WHAT exactly are the core beliefs? 

And, finally, as philosophers, 

WHY do you think this religion appeals to certain groups of people?  Or to you?   What criticism can you level against it?  What benefits?

You may use PowerPoint, Keynote, a movie, class participation, drama, a guest speaker (with my permission), lecture format or a combination of any of the above, as long as you are answering the above questions.  Although your research will primarily be on-line, don’t forget about hard sources – that’s right – books, as invaluable resources as well.  Ask our librarian, or research the town library for sources.  Please include a bibliography or your sources following a consistent structure (ask if unsure).
Major Religions of the World

(Ranked by Number of Adherents)
Christianity: 2.1 billion

Islam: 1.3 billion

Secular/Nonreligious/Agnostic/Atheist: 1.1 billion

Hinduism: 900 million

Chinese traditional religion: 394 million

Buddhism: 376 million

Primal-indigenous: 300 million

African Traditional & Diasporic: 100 million

Sikhism: 23 million

Juche: 19 million

Spiritism: 15 million

Judaism: 14 million

Baha'i: 7 million

Jainism: 4.2 million

Shinto: 4 million

Cao Dai: 4 million

Zoroastrianism: 2.6 million

Tenrikyo: 2 million

Neo-Paganism: 1 million

Unitarian-Universalism: 800 thousand

Rastafarianism: 600 thousand

Scientology: 500 thousand
Pastafarianism: adherents unknown
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